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Law: Tow Company Notify Legal Owner 

CIVIL CODE - CIV 
 DIVISION 3. OBLIGATIONS [1427 - 3272.9] 

   ( Heading of Division 3 amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 160, Sec. 14. ) 
   PART 4. OBLIGATIONS ARISING FROM PARTICULAR TRANSACTIONS [1738 - 3273] 

( Part 4 enacted 1872. ) 

   TITLE 14. LIEN [2872 - 3081] 

 ( Title 14 enacted 1872. ) 

   CHAPTER 6.5. Liens on Vehicles [3067 - 3074] 

   ( Chapter 6.5 added by Stats. 1959, Ch. 3. ) 

  
3070.   

(a) Whenever the possessory lien upon any vehicle is lost through trick, fraud, or device, the repossession of the vehicle 

by the lienholder revives the possessory lien but any lien so revived is subordinate to any right, title, or interest of any 

person under any sale, transfer, encumbrance, lien, or other interest acquired or secured in good faith and for value 

between the time of the loss of possession and the time of repossession. 

(b) It is a misdemeanor for any person to obtain possession of any vehicle or any part thereof subject to a lien pursuant 

to this chapter by trick, fraud, or device. 

(c) It is a misdemeanor for any person claiming a lien on a vehicle to knowingly violate this chapter. 

(d) (1) Any person who improperly causes a vehicle to be towed or removed in order to create or acquire a lienhold 

interest enforceable under this chapter, or who violates subdivision (c), shall forfeit all claims for towing, removal, or 

storage, and shall be liable to the owner or lessee of the vehicle for the cost of removal, transportation, and storage, 

damages resulting from the towing, removal, transportation, or storage of the vehicle, attorneys’ fees, and court costs. 

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, “improperly causes a vehicle to be towed or removed” includes, but is not limited 

to, engaging in any of the following acts, the consequence of which is the towing or removal of a vehicle: 

(A) Failure to comply with Section 10650, 10652.5, or 10655 of the Vehicle Code. 

(B) Misrepresentation of information described in subdivision (b) of Section 10650 of the Vehicle Code. 

(C) Failure to comply with Section 22658 of the Vehicle Code. 

(D) Failure, when obtaining authorization for the removal of a vehicle from a vehicle owner or operator where a law 

enforcement officer is not present at the scene of an accident, to present a form for signature that plainly identifies all 

applicable towing and storage fees and charges by type and amount, and identifies the name and address of the storage 

facility unless a different storage facility is specified by the vehicle owner or operator, and to furnish a copy of the signed 

form to the owner or operator. 
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(E) Failure by the owner or operator of a facility used for the storage of towed vehicles to display, in plain view at all 

cashiers’ stations, a sign not less than 17 by 22 inches in size with lettering not less than one inch in height, disclosing all 

storage fees and charges in force, including the maximum daily storage rate. 

(F) Undertaking repairs or service on a vehicle which is being stored at a facility used for the storage of towed vehicles 

without first providing a written estimate to, and obtaining the express written consent of, the owner of the vehicle. 

(G) The promise to pay or the payment of money or other valuable consideration by any owner or operator of a towing 

service to the owner or operator of the premises from which the vehicle is towed or removed, for the privilege of towing 

or removing the vehicle. 

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 799, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1995.) 
 

The above is for references only, please refer to the sections of the Civil Code or any changes 

that may have occurred since the publication of this document. 
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